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Politics Now

Judge acts, Legislature ready to blink?

March 6, 2012 - 12:48 PM 

ALBANY – Just hours after a federal judge released her own ideas for how New York’s 27 congressional districts should be shaped, the Legislature’s top Democrat was sounding hopeful for a legislative solution to avoid the need for a judicial imprint.

Like the Assembly Democratic version released last week, Magistrate Judge Roanne Mann in Brooklyn today proposed eliminating congressional districts now represented by retiring Mid-Hudson Valley Democrat Maurice Hinchey and Queens Republican Bob Turner.

But the judge’s lines pose problems for several Democrats, including Western New York’s Brian Higgins and Kathy Hochul.

“I think maybe what the judge did was maybe give us the impetus or the template to make the necessary deals,’’ Silver told reporters in Albany.

The Legislature believes it has until the middle of next week to cut their own congressional line deals before a three-judge federal panel reviews a final set of lines Mann will offer.

“The congressional lines got a lot clearer today, and we have to evaluate what happens,’’ Silver said of the surprise set of maps Mann released early this morning that most officials thought would not come out until next Monday.

Still up in the air is a revised set of lines for Senate and Assembly districts. They, along with the congressional lines, are linked in talks between the Legislature and Gov. Andrew Cuomo over how to make the once-a-decade redistricting process at least appear a bit more independent than the current Legislature-controlled system.

AD-064
Buffalo News  Page 1 of 1

[image: image1.png]_1103544538.doc
[image: image1.png]






